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Harvest Dinner

Thanksgiving came a
little early to Pocono Springs
with the Harvest Dinner that
featured a full traditional
Thanksgiving meal that was
incredible! There was music,
door prizes, and a mini Chinese Auction that rounded out a fun evening by the many that attended!

Oktoberfest

German food was the star attraction at the Oktoberfest with Wiener Schnitzel,
brats, kielbasa, sauerkraut, red cabbage, German potato salad, pierogis, German
chocolate cake and Black Forest Cake and much more. Music, a German beer
raffle basket, and a baking basket were also featured. A fun time was had by all!

(continued on page 8)
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From the Desk of the General Manager Communication is the Key
by Daniel T. Dougherty, Jr. - CMCA, AMS, General Manager

Spring is right around the corner. I know this because the
scent of skunk was in the air this morning. While that is not a
pleasant smell, it does indicate that the woods are starting to
come alive in anticipation of warmer weather. However, don’t
put away those shovels and winter coats just yet since March can
bring us some pretty nasty storms.
Shortly everyone will venture out, and the snow and ice will slowly melt.
Someone else also wakes up and starts to venture out, and this one is very
hungry. Our local Bears have been napping and living off their stored fat these
past few months, and now it’s time to wake up and start the feeding process all
over again. The only problem is the primary diet of berries and plants haven’t
bloomed yet, so they turn to their favorite alternate food source trash cans, bird
feeders, dog bowls or anything the local human population leaves unattended.
Especially a bag of donuts in a car with the windows down, JACKPOT!!!
The other things that appear for a short time between snow cover and leaves
on the trees and high grass are abandoned cars and other unsightly situations
that are a violation of the Associations Rules & Regulations. With the new security contractor and me as your new General Manager, there will be a conservative effort to identify these unsightly properties.
Starting in April, we will be inspecting the entire community. Warning
letters will be issued to those in violation. Knowing that the rules have not been
enforced evenly for some time, there will be an extended period to correct the
issue. This period will end with the bulk trash drop off event during Memorial
Day Weekend, giving everyone the opportunity to dispose of the unwanted items
that may be causing the unsightly situation.
Those who have received the warnings and have not corrected the situation
will be issued a citation on June 1, 2019.
I hope everyone understands that the rules the security team and I are enforcing are rules established by your fellow members. I, as the General Manager
and the employees, do not set policy but follow the policies handed down by the
association.
So it’s still a little cold, but the sun is still up around 6 PM, spring training is
in full swing and at least in the animal world, love in the air.
THINK SPRING!
Positively working for you.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Check out the official website at www.poconosprings.org

Through the website, you can sign up for the General Manager’s Weekly
Eblast.
Pocono Springs has a Public Service TV channel: 901 Blue Ridge Cable

Each Thursday a flyer titled the “Happenings” is available at the gate for
you to grab on your way in plus it is also posted on the website.
There are Bulletin Boards at each gate that have not been used recently,
but plans are to start using them as part of our effort to communicate
more with the Property Owners.

The office staff is available to assist with any questions or assistance you
need. Office Hours:
			
Monday thru Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
			
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm
			
Sunday Closed
•

•
•

•

The Board of Directors meeting is held every third Saturday of the month
at 10:00 AM in the Main Office conference room. Those who are members in good standing are welcome to attend. Please wear your membership badge.
The association has an email address, psprings@ptd.net where you can
send in any questions or concerns you may have and they will be answered within 24 hours.

The General Manager has an open door policy and invites any Property
Owner to come in and bring their concerns or questions directly to him.
He is normally on duty Monday through Friday 9 AM to 4 PM and most
Saturdays 9 AM to Noon. After hours and on Sundays by appointment
and always by email at Dan@poconosprings.org
The General Manager frequently tours the property in a silver Ford Explorer with a Philadelphia Eagles license plate on the front. Please wave
him down for a chat if you like.

—————— Summer Help Needed ——————

Dan
-

Since the invoices went out, I have talked to more Property Owners in the last
couple of weeks than the combined amount since I started last July. It’s great to
see that so many people have taken an interest in what’s going on throughout the
Association.
In case you did not know there are several forms of communication available
that can keep you up to date on Association news:

Lifeguards and Badge Checker positions available for Pool area.
Contact Dolores at the office 570-676-9259 for more information.
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Homeowner Association Life
Presentation
by Daniel T. Dougherty, Jr. - CMCA, AMS, General Manager

the quality of life a little better here at Pocono Springs.
Oh, by the way, I forgot to mention refreshments will be served for FREE.
Special Note: There will be no attendance sheet to fill out so you can come
and listen without fear of having your name on a list to work on an event or committee. There will however be sign up sheets after the meeting for those who find
what was presented interesting and would like to sign up.

While on vacation last month I had a chance to have lunch with a mother and
daughter from Belfast Ireland. When I mentioned that I was a General Manager
for a private Homeowners Association they did not understand the concept. So,
I gave them a short explanation of how people decide to live in a private community in which they can have a say over how their community is governed.
Informational and Discussion Presentation
Through ownership of the home or lot, they become a member of the AssociaSaturday, March 16, 2019
tion. These are usually gated communities with private security with rules and
regulations as far as the types of houses that can be built on the lots.
11:00 AM
I further explained that some of these communities have special amenities
10 to 15 minutes following the Board of Directors Meeting
that are exclusive to the membership, such as golf courses, swimming pools, and
restaurants. The unique thing about the whole concept is that the membership
Main Office Conference Room
runs the Association. Yes, employees are hired to do the actual work, but the
TOPICS:
rules and the major decisions are all made by the members of the Association.
This is mainly done by the election of the Board of Directors from the memberRoles and Responsibilities of the following:
ship. Also, members sit on various advisory committees assisting the Board and
3 Board
the employees in the planning and the operation of the property. I got the feeling
3 General Manager
that this concept would not work so well in Belfast Ireland.
3 Committees
Unfortunately, it’s not working so well at Pocono Springs. Over the seven
Governing Documents:
months that I have been here the participation by the membership has been left
What comes first - the Bylaws or the Covenants?
to just a handful of members. The problem is that those handful of generous
When/where do the Architectural Rules come into play?
people is now getting tired and are slowly dwindling. You can’t blame them. You
Committees:
know who they are because when you go to the events, and it’s the same faces,
What is the role of a Committee in the Association?
you see serving food or running an event. It’s just like a Volunteer Fire Company
How often do Committees meet?
that has 100 members, but only ten to fifteen ever respond to a fire.
What are the concerns of each Committee?
After advertising a few meetings to generate interest in committees, it was
apparent that there was a lack of interest since I was
the only one who showed up for these meetings. Since
then there have been a few people who have given me
their email address and stated they want to help in
some way. I thank you for volunteering, and I thank
you for your patience.
One of the reasons I feel that people are not showing interest is the lack of understanding of what all is
involved and how much of your time will it requires.
Voted Best
So I decided to take a different approach. I will be
Contractor
holding a NON-Commitment presentation on Home
Readers’ Choice
Owner Association Community Life after the March
Award: 2011,
Board meeting. This will be an information meeting
2012, 2013, 2014,
explaining the roles of the committees and the value
2015, 2016, 2017
of why you choose to live in a gated community. This
and again in 2018!
will not be a meeting to handle complaints, but a
meeting to discuss ways to make everyday life at PoBUY 5 WINDOWS
cono Springs a little bit more enjoyable for everybody,
full-time residents, part-time residents, and even our
BAYS • BOWS • COMPOSITE WOOD
lot owners.
SLIDERS • CASEMENTS
FREE STORM DOOR
For those who are new to Home Owner AssociaDOUBLE HUNG
with complete siding job
ENTRY DOORS • STORM DOORS
tions, this will answer many questions. For some of
you, it will clear up some misconceptions; and for
others, it’s an opportunity to see if the General Manager knows his stuff.
The one thing this will not be is a forum for complaints. This is an open discussion of ideas to make

Homeowner Association Life

GET 1 FREE

Remember:

PA Lic. 000051

www.Countrywidellc.com

1-866-690-4450

School is Open
Be careful driving; obey
all traffic signs. Children
are out and about!

FREE ESTIMATES

7118 Route 209, Suite 1, Stroudsburg PA

Countrywide Enterprises

Let Our Family Serve Your Family

Now what I am about to show you is pure numbers. I am not making any judgments or opinions
because I was not here and did not know the facts that affected these numbers. I would ask that you as
Spring 2019 Pocono Springs News
the reader also keep an open mind knowing that there are many factors such as cost increases, major
storms of unforeseen equipment failures that can destroy a budget.
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2019/2020 Budget

Proposed
vs.Vs.
Actual
Past
Three
Proposed
Actual
Past
ThreeYears
Years

by Daniel T. Dougherty, Jr. - General Manager

Pocono Springs’ Budget operates on a fiscal calendar that runs from March 1 thru February 28 (29). So,
13.11%
6.11%
2.95%
$1,600,000.00
as you read this newspaper, we are beginning a new
$1,336,286.00
$1,259,061.00
$1,400,000.00
operating year. With this being the first newspaper of
$1,144,891.44
$1,200,000.00
2019, I’d like to share with all the members of Pocono
$1,259,316.31
Springs Civic Association the 2019/2020 Budget.
$1,000,000.00 $1,113,093.00
$1,112,093.00
Now I could throw a chart of the numbers below
$800,000.00
and leave it at that, but I believe as members you de$600,000.00
serve an explanation of how we get to these numbers.
$400,000.00
Also, a little look back at the association financial his$200,000.00
tory is important to understand how we got to where
we are today.
$0.00
To those who have heard this information at my
Proposed Actual 16/17 Proposed Actual 17/18 Proposed
Proposed
presentation during the December Board meeting, I
16/17
17/18
18/19
Actual 18/19
apologize. The newspaper goes out to all our members, and only about thirty attend the Board meetings,
As you can see, the actual budget has not met the proposed budget for the past three years. Again,
and we are grateful for those who do attend.
many
factors
affect this
unforeseen
cost increases,
budget forecast
Assuch
youascan
see, the expenses,
actual budget
has not inaccurate
met the proposed
budgetand
for the
The association income to operate comes exclusively from the
dues
that the
reduction
in
the
estimated
lots
paying
dues.
past
three
years.
Again,
many
factors
affect
this
such
as
unforeseen
expenses,
members pay each year. The budget is designed to be as close to a zero budget as
costweincreases,
inaccurate
budget
forecast
reduction
the estimated
possible. This means we try not to charge the Property Owner any
We more
talked than
aboutwe
the way
decide how
much income
in a given
year and
we think
we mayin
receive
— then lots
paying
dues.
need to operate or plan for the future of the community. In otherbased
words,
we
are
a
on that we propose a budget around the estimated income. Now the Budget Committee, General
non-profit operation.
Manager and the Board must
decide the
amount
to access
the Property
owners
each year
meetyear
the we
We talked
about
the way
we decide
how much
income
in a to
given
Now in a perfect world, every Property Owner pays their dues
in full of
and
on
demands
operating
the
community
plus
put
aside
funds
in
the
immediate
future
to
cover
the
think we may receive — then based on that we propose a budget around the
unforeseenexpensexpenses to
prevent special
assessments.
time. Then the proposed budget comes in as planned, and no unforeseen
estimated
income.
Now the Budget Committee, General Manager and the Board
es occur, and this goes on year after year.
must decide the amount to access the Property owners each year to meet the deOver the Last Six Years
Obviously, it doesn’t work that way. Each year the Budget Committee, Gener- mandsInvoices
of operating the community plus put aside funds in the immediate future
al Manager and the Board use history to estimate the number of Improved Lots
to cover the unforeseen[INSERT
expenses
#3] to prevent special assessments.
(Homes) and Unimproved Lots that will pay their dues. Over the last seven years
there has been a significant decrease in these estimates:

Invoices Over the Last Six Years

You can see by the above chart that for the past four (4) budget years the dues have been at the same
Sources 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19
2019/20
level, $831
for an Improved Lot and $636 for an Unimproved Lot.

Budget Year Home Dues & C/R C Total Lot Dues & C/R C Total
2013/2014
$701.00
$506.00
2014/2015
$816.00
$621.00
The estimated lots who are paying each year have gone down, costs have risen, but the community is
2015/2016
$831.00
$636.00
the same
size, so there are still 56 miles of roads, the same amount of grass to cut, I think you see
As you can see since the 2013/14 budget year, the estimate of still
improved
lots
2016/2017
$831.00
$636.00
trying to convey.
paying is down 103. The unimproved lots are down 1,300 lots.what
ThatI am
is 1,403
2017/2018
$831.00
$636.00
lots that are not expected to pay dues this coming year. This does not take
2018/2019
$831.00
$636.00
into account any lot that was not paid before this period.
2019/2020
$953.09
$636.00
Budgeting for a non-profit corporation is a challenge. If in the middle of the
year you see that money is getting tight there is no sales team that you can whip
You can see by the above chart that for the past four (4) budget years the dues
up into a frenzy and get them out there to sell so there is a rally in the fourth
have been at the same level, $831 for an Improved Lot and $636 for an Unimquarter. The Association has nothing to sell!
proved Lot.
Now what I am about to show you is pure numbers. I am not making any
judgments or opinions because I was not here and did not know the facts that
The estimated lots who are paying each year have gone down, costs have risaffected these numbers. I would ask that you as the reader also keep an open
en, but the community is still the same size, so there are still 56 miles of roads,
mind knowing that there are many factors such as cost increases, major storms
the same amount of grass to cut, I think you see what I am trying to convey.
of unforeseen equipment failures that can destroy a budget.
Homes
Lots

678
2450

602
1541

603
1336

609
1336

609
1350

569
1208

575
1150

Spring Hill Chimney Service
CHIMNEY REPAIR

Call Now
and SAVE.
SPRING
Sale!

Fireplace Restoration
Custom Made Steel Fire Boxes
Stucco • Parging
Repointing • Rebuilding
Cleaning
Chimney Liner Specialist

(570) 842-1998

Chimney
Sweep (oil/gas
masonry flue)

$49.95
Senior Citizen
DISCOUNTS
Custom
Metal Shop

So where do we go from here?

Unfortunately, your dues have gone up significantly this year! Thankfully
with some negotiation and reorganization, the increase is not as much as first
expected. At one point the increase was over $150 per Improved Lot, and there
was much debate and research done to bring that number down.
A second item that affects the increase is the situation with the Unimproved
Lots. Last time there was a major increase many lot owners, at a detriment to
their credit score, walked away from their lots. There are now 1,600 lots sitting
in the county repository that are not paying taxes or dues. So, in order not to
make this situation any worse, the dues for Unimproved Lots was not increased
for the 2019/2020 Budget Year.
(continued on next page)
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2019/2020 Budget cont.

2019/2020 Dues Invoice

2019/2020 Budget
Operating Budget
Item
Administration
Maintenance
Security
Recreation
Total

		
C & R 2019/2020
Dues
Fund
Invoice
Diff +/Improved Lots (Homes)
$847.12
$85.60
$932.72
$101.72
			Increase over 2018/2019

Proposed 2019/2020 Budget
$342,988.51
$368,470.73
$379,822.04
$76,775.57
$1,168,056.85

Unimproved Lots
$550.40
$85.60
$636.00
$			No Increase over 2018/2019

In conclusion, there is a lot of work that needs to be done. Aggressive collection policy must be instituted so more property can carry their fair share of the
dues. Cost saving initiatives in all areas of the association’s operation must be
explored. Membership involvement so the decision that are made are made by
many not just a few who take the time to get involved but then get criticized for
the efforts.

Capital & Reserve Fund Contribution (C & R Fund)
Item
Proposed 2019/2020 Budget
Roads
$90,000.00
Vehicle Loan
$24,000.00
Loader Loan
$24,000.00
Reserve Study
$6,000.00
Changing Room
$3,660.00
Total
$147,660.00

Operating Budget is increased 2.02% over the 2018/2019 Proposed Actual

0% Interest and Low Payment Options available for a LIMITED TIME!

How are the Dues Calculated?
Income from sources other than the Property Owners Dues
Proposed Income
Amenity Income
Late Charge Income
Interest Income
Other Income
Total

Based on
Improved Lots (Homes)
Unimproved Lots

$15,000.00
$15,000.00
$3,000.00
$15,000.00
$48,000.00
Est. Used in
2017/2018
569
1208

Full-Service Dealer • One-Day Installation

(570)

698-9696

www.rinkergenerator.com
Est. Used in
2019/2020
575
1150

Quiet Operation Propane or Natural Gas
Best Warranties

Diff +/+6
-58

Dues Calculation
Portion allocated to the Operating Budget
Operating Expense $1,168,051.85
Homes (Improved) 575 $847.12
$487,091.85
Additional Income
($48,000.00)
Unimproved Lots 1150 $550.40 $632,960.00
$1,120,051.85			$1,120,051.85

Portion allocated to the Capital & Reserve Fund
		
Homes (Improved) 575
$85.60
		
Unimproved Lots 1150
$85.60
Total C&R Fund $147,660.00			

$49,220.00
$98,440.00
$147,660.00

$1,267,711.85			$1,267,711.85

Call

BKR

We’re Full Service!
Over 30 Years Experience

Plumbing
PEX Water Lines
Crawl Space Repair
& Encapsulation

Well Tanks & Pumps
Water Heaters
Sump Pumps
Tile

Licensed and Insured
PA# 089883
Family Owned and Operated

Michael Mongiello

(570) 977-9382

Greg Mongiello

(570) 236-1927

bkrmge@gmail.com
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Stop In Today

Hamlin Motorsports
Quality Pre-Owned Golf Cars
Full Service Department - Parts - Accessories
471 Easton Turnpike
(Route 191)

570-689-7600

What’s in your Water?
We
Know!

E-coli? Lead? Iron?
Manganese? Copper?

426 Main Street, Gouldsboro

570-842-8142
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Welcome Aboard!

This March has seen changes in Board members and staff. So, I’d like to take
a moment to welcome a few people.

Board Vacancy

The Pocono Springs Civic Association Board of Directors at its February
Board meeting appointed Joseph Slowik of 1036 Alder Dr. to fill a vacancy left
by the resignation of Mike Ciardullo. Mr. Slowik will finish out the remainder of
the 2019 term. This position will be open for this coming election.
The Board wishes to thank those who offered to step in to fill this vacancy,
and we look forward to working with Joe Slowik in the coming months.

Bookkeeper

Part of the reorganization the PSCA Board of Directors approved the hiring of
a full charge Bookkeeper. We’d like to welcome Anne Becker who has come on
staff as a full-time bookkeeper. She has a 20-year background in the accounting
field and comes to us from the East Stroudsburg University Controller’s Office.
She also has a background in collections which will be part of her primary duties.

Security

As of March 1, BCM Solutions, Inc. has been contracted to provide security
services for the Association. The CEO of the Company, Curtis Mattingly, is a
hands-on executive that you will see on the property from time to time along
with his Vice President of Operations, Ed Harris.
Our Account Manager, Kristin Martz will be on property every day Monday through Friday plus will be the go-to person for all concerns as it relates to
PSCA and BCM. Kristin has been working on the advance team preparing for
the changeover and is confident that there will be a smooth transition.
I’d also like to welcome the new security personnel, some are new to the job,
but many are familiar faces wearing new uniforms. We are looking forward to
establishing a security team that you will be proud to be a part of and the community will be proud to have to protect them and their property.

For the rest of the Staff and Board

For those who are still here and say hey #What About Me?, thanks for hanging in there and please help these new people as they learn the ropes. I continue
to appreciate your hard work and dedication.

Pocono Springs News Summer 2012
Clothes Dryers: Reduce the Danger Pocono
Springs News

Did you know that dryer lint dust is highly flammable? There is a huge
amount of information regarding lint dust and how flammable it is, but for now
we will outline how to possibly avoid this potential danger in your home.
According to the U.S. Fire Administration (FEMA) there are thousands of
clothes dryer fires reported each year causing death, injuries and $35 million in
property loss. The leading cause of home clothes dryer fires is failure to clean
them (approx. 34%)

Dryer/Dryer Vent Maintenance:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean the lint filter before and after each load of laundry. Don’t forget to
clean the back of the dryer where lint can build up;
Clean out the vent pipe every 3 months;
Inspect the venting system behind the dryer to ensure it is not damaged
or restricted;
Make sure the outdoor vent covering opens when dryer is operating;
Replace coiled-wire foil or plastic venting with rigid metal duct;
Have gas-powered dryers inspected for leaks (annually);
Check regularly to make sure that no insects or small animals established
nests causing a blocked outside vent;
Keep the area around your clothes
dryer free of all flammables;
If you will be away from your
home for extended time, unplug or
disconnect the dryer.

Dryer Don’ts:
•
•
•

•

•

Don’t use dryer without a lint
filter. If damaged, replace it;
Don’t overload the dryer;
Don’t dry anything containing
foam, rubber, or plastic (example: a bathroom rug with rubber
backing);
Don’t dry anything that has come
in contact with anything flammable (example: alcohol, oils, gasoline, etc.);
Don’t leave a clothes dryer running if you leave your home or go
to bed.

Information obtained from the FEMA/U.S.
Fire Admin Website. For additional
information go to www.usfa.fema.gov/
prevention

This is your community publication! You are invited to submit articles, stories, announcements, letters to the editor and photographs for publication.
Format: Articles, stories, letters, etc. should be submitted in MS Word. Submit photographs as jpeg files. Put “PS News” in the Subject line and email to:
Dan@poconosprings.org

&

Gouldsboro Chimney
Furnace Cleaning
(570) 676-5253

10 OF

$
chim
and ney repa
with cleaningirs
this
ad

F

Stainless Steel Liners & Caps • Woodstove & Fireplace Inserts Installed
Wooden Chase Chimneys Rebuilt and Repaired
Masonry Chimneys Rebuilt and Repaired
Gas or Oil Chimney & Furnace Cleaning • Fireplaces • Wood & Coal Stoves
Animals and Any Other Blockages Removed

&

Gouldsboro Chimney
Furnace Cleaning

We are

(570) 676-5253

Gas or Oil Chimney/Furnace Cleaning
Fireplaces • Wood & Coal Stoves
Stainless Steel Caps Installed
Woodstoves and Fireplace Inserts
Animals Removed
Obstructions & Blockages Removed

Plociniak Fuel Services

Local and family-owned and operated
$10 OFF chimney repairs & cleaning with ad
Accepting new
customers

Please call at 570-842-7624
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Food Pantry Donations Needed
The Pocono Springers (Senior Group) continues to
collect non-perishable items for the local food pantry
at Grace Lutheran Church in Gouldsboro. Members
of the Senior Group personally donated over $200 to
purchase food for the Pantry this holiday season. Donations of food are accepted at Senior meetings and
Friday Night Bingo. You may also take them to the
main office. If you wish to donate, you can also email:
kahartman1152@gmail.com to arrange for a pickup.

253 Route 435
S&H Plaza, Suite 5
Clifton Township, PA 18424
(570) 842-9988 ext.1404
(570) 842-4273 Home
(570) 842-9906 Fax
www.classicproperties.com

LC

IFE IS FULL OF CURVES...
HOOSE SOMEONE WHO
KNOWS THE ROAD.

Pocono Springs News

Recreation Update
(continued from page 1)

Trick or Treat!

A nice crowd turned out for the annual Trunk or Treat on the causeway. A
light supper of hot dogs, hamburgers, baked beans, and macaroni and cheese was
served for all before the children filled their bags with candy, candy, candy!

Kim Grab, REALTOR
Cell: 570-499-6231
thornhurst4@gmail.com

Divorce
Child Cutody
Real Estate
Civil Litigation
Corporate Law
Breach of Contract
Wills
Estates

Enlist the services of

TAMMY LEE CLAUSE, ESQUIRE
ROUTE 191-507, PO BOX 241, NEWFOUNDLAND, PA

(570) 676-5212

atyclaus@ptd.net
www.tammyleeclause.com

1. Committed to a positive campaign
2. Looking forward to an honest
discussion on what matters
most in electing our next DA Experience and qualifications

3. Ready to compare my success
as a trial prosecutor and my
experience in the nation’s 5th
largest DA’s office against my
opponent anytime

4. Encouraging you to do the same
and decide for yourself

5. The most qualified and prepared
candidate for Wayne County DA

✔
✔
✔
✔

Mother of Two
Daughter of a Veteran
Respected Prosecutor
Community Leader

TESTED. TRUSTED. PROVEN.
REPUBLICAN
PRIMARY

MAY 21, 2019

JOIN THE TEAM! VOLUNTEER at KathyMartinForDA.com
PAID FO R BY F R I E ND S O F K AT H Y M A RT I N
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Please, Do Not Feed the Wildlife

If you think you are doing animals a favor by feeding them, think again. Attracting animals with food can be hazardous to
your health. Too many people think they
are doing the right thing. In the long run
everyone suffers. When you feed deer in
essence you are encouraging them to stop
foraging for food. They no longer rely on
themselves but on you to feed them.
They also eat your landscaping, flowers
and shrubs you may have on your property. Many times this causes a strained
relationship between neighbors, those who
feed them and those who want them no
way near their properties. Feeding them
creates problems among the herd as well. It is always the strongest in the herd
that eat the food, thereby alienating the weakest and depriving them of food.
They also spread diseases more easily when they congregate in large herds.
So please stop feeding the wildlife, they have been feeding themselves for
many, many years. That is how nature intended it to be.

Jack Ziegler
Well Drilling, Inc.
PA Drillers License 0999

fax (570) 689-4965
altajewel@verizon.net

Pocono Springs Civic Association
2019-2020 Board of Directors
President: Anthony Arciprete Vice Pres: Terry Kenwood
Secretary: Robert England
Treasurer: Joseph Slowik
Directors: Tom Fazio
		
Marge Slomin
Christine Fournier

2019-2020 Committee Liaisons
Budget Committee - TBD
Roads & Buildings Committee - TBD
Security Committee - TBD
OWL Committee - TBD
Recreation Committee - TBD
Until such time that members volunteer for the various committees,
the liaison positions will be determined at a later time.

HOURS of OPERATION
Main Office Monday thru Friday – 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Saturday – 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
		
Sunday — closed
Back Gate

Seven days a week – 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
     (Outside of these hours, owners can enter through the back
      gate with their key fob; guests must use the front gate)

HOW TO CONTACT US

Serving The Industry Since 1950

(570) 689-2472

Pocono Springs News

COMPLETE WATER SYSTEMS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Office
Front Gate
Back Gate
Clubhouse
E-mails
Website

(570) 676-9259
(570) 676-4400
(570) 676-9585
(570) 676-4100
Manager: Dan@poconosprings.org
http://www.poconosprings.org

Newfoundland PA 18445

DUI SERVICES

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

of Monroe County

Tony Arciprete
Monroe County
DUI Coordinator

Have you had your septic
tank cleaned lately?
Don’t wait for problems...
Call KOBERLEIN Today!
Septic Pumps
Alarm Repair Service
Septic Tank Cleaning
24/7 Emergency Service

Drainfield Cleaning
Sewer Rooter Service

All Calls
are
Answered

www.koberlein.com

570-253-3660

Toll Free
(888)
345-6688

701 Main Street • Suite 307 • Stroudsburg PA 18360

570-476-8080

EZ FLOW Plumbing & Heating
			

Clifton Township, PA

Serving all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

• Home Winterization
• New Construction, Remodel or Repairs
• No Job Too Big or Too Small
• 24-hour Emergency Service available
• Free Estimates • Fully Insured/Licensed
• Moving? We also do House Clean-outs!

“Go with the FLOW...EZ FLOW!”
570-656-8036 cell			
ezflow@live.com
570-843-5086 office		
Edward Zindle, owner
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Living with Pennsylvania
Black Bears

BLACK BEARS have been roaming our forests,
wallowing in our bogs and swamps, and living
around our farms since the days before the earliest
human settlements. Today, bears are many things
to many people, from valued game animals to the
highlight of an outdoor experience, to farm pillagers and neighborhood pests, to even a dangerous
threat. Our perceptions of bears are a product of
their mostly shy, mysterious nature and powerful
presence, not to mention the timeless tales that
have been told about them. Unfortunately, there’s
as much misinformation about bears in circulation as there is fact. And that’s too bad,
because bears needn’t be feared, nor should they be dismissed as harmless.
Pennsylvania’s bear population has been increasing for decades, and at the same time,
many people have moved into the areas where bears reside. As a result, bears and people
are coming into contact more than ever. And most of these encounters occur when bears
learn that where people live there’s easy-to-obtain food. Learning about bears and being
aware of their habits is important for people who live in bear country.

The bear facts
Ursus americanus is the black bear’s scientific name; it means “American bear.”
Although three species of bears inhabit North America, only the black bear is found in
Pennsylvania. Population estimates in recent years have ranged up around 15,000. Black
bears appear heavy, but they are surprisingly agile; they can run up to 35 mph, climb trees
and swim well. They may live up to 25 years in the wild.
Black bears are intelligent and curious. Studies show that bears can see colors, recognize human forms, and notice even the slightest movement. However, bears usually rely
on their acute sense of smell and, to a lesser degree, hearing to locate food and warn them
of danger. Despite their common name, black bears are not always black. They may be
cinnamon or, even more rare, blond. Many bears have a white blaze or “V” on their chest.
Adults usually weigh around 200 pounds, with males being heavier than females, often
more than twice as much. Some weigh up to 600 or more pounds and rare individuals up
to 900 have been found. Males are called boars; females, sows. Black bears measure about
three feet high when on all fours or about five to seven feet tall when standing upright.
Bear signs and sounds
Black bear tracks are distinctive. The hind footprint resembles a human’s. Bears have
five toes. The front foot is shorter than the rear, which is long and narrow. Claw marks
may or may not be visible. Bears use trails, just like people do. Look for tracks in soft
earth or around mud puddles, and for claw marks on smooth-bark trees or rotten logs that
have been ripped apart for insects. It’s also easy to recognize a black bear’s sizeable droppings of partly digested berries, corn or animal hair. Adult black bears make a variety of
sounds that include woofing, growls and jawpopping. Sow’s communicate with their cubs
by using low grunts or huffs. Cubs whimper, chuckle and bawl.

Feeding habits
Bears may be on the move at any time, but they’re most active at dusk and dawn. Bears
are omnivorous, eating almost anything, from berries, corn, acorns, beechnuts and even
grass, to table scraps, carrion, honey and insects. During late summer and fall, black bears
fatten up for winter hibernation. At this time they may actively feed for up to 20 hours a
day, ingesting up to 20,000 calories.

Bears and winter
Bears are usually dormant in winter, remaining in their dens, which can be rock caverns, excavated holes beneath shrubs, trees or dead falls, in hollow trees or brushy thickets.
A hibernating bear’s heart rate and breathing slow, and its body temperature drops slightly.
During this time they do not eat or pass body wastes. A hibernating bear relies on stored
fat to make it through the winter, however, they may emerge if they’re disturbed.

Mating and breeding
In Pennsylvania, bears mate primarily from early June to mid-July. Males are very aggressive towards each other at this time. Sows give birth in January; litters number one to
five. The newborns, cubs, are blind, toothless, and covered with short, fine hair that seems
to inadequately cover their pink skin. Cubs nurse in the den while the sow sleeps. Nurtured with the sow’s rich milk, they grow from as light as 10 ounces at birth to as much as
10 pounds by the time they leave the den in early April. Males do not help rear young.
Most cubs stay with the sow for a little more than a year. They watch her every move
and learn by imitating her. Cubs are playful, regularly romping and wrestling with their
littermates. The sows are very protective of cubs, sending them up trees if danger threatens. Adult males occasionally kill and eat cubs. The family group disbands when the cubs
are about a year and a half old and the sow is again ready to breed.

If you live in bear country
If you live or have a summer home in bear country, you may need to make some
accommodations to coexist peacefully with these large animals. Make sure you don’t
encourage bears to become problem bears by putting your garbage where it’s available to
them or, even worse, by intentionally feeding them.
Black bears will consume almost anything. They will eat human food, garbage, bird
feed, pet foods and livestock feed. They also raid cornfields and beehives. Once bears find
easily accessible food sources, whether on a farm or in a housing development, they lose
their wariness of people and will keep coming back as long as food is available. The best
way to get rid of these unwanted visitors is to remove the food source for a month or more,
but even then, there are no guarantees. A persistent bear may damage property, increase
the risk of human injury, or become an unwanted visitor in other parts of the neighborhood. And, all too often, fed bears become dead bears.
Perhaps the best way to keep bears from being attracted to your home is to keep them
from finding food there in the first place. Store trash, bird seed and pet food inside a building, garage or secure shed. Don’t put out your trash until the morning of collection day. Be
sure garbage cans are cleaned regularly, with hot water and chlorine bleach.
If you have pets, bring their food pans inside at night. Bears generally steer clear of
chained or penned dogs. Unleashed dogs that approach bears, however, may be injured
or killed. If you have a dog in bear country, don’t let it roam far from the house, leash it
whenever you hike in the woods, and keep it in the house or in a kennel at night.
Other tips include cleaning the grill after every use, and properly disposing of grill
grease. Don’t dump the grease out back. If you feed birds during summer (and if you’re
living in bear country, you shouldn’t be), you may want to bring all bird feeders, including
hummingbird feeders, in at night. Bears also are attracted to fruit, vegetable wastes and
other tasty items in mulch or compost piles, so keep your gardens and areas around fruit
trees cleaned up, too.
Beehives attract bears, especially right after the bruins come out of hibernation in the
spring and during the peak honey production period of late summer and fall. Electric fences are the best way to protect bees, honey and equipment. Contact the Pennsylvania Game
Commission for more information about fencing.
Recreational feeding areas—dumpsters, garbage pits and wildlife feeders where people
gather to see bears—are
particularly bad. Bears
that frequent these areas
often loose their fear of
humans, and they’re also
the ones most likely to
be found climbing onto
porches or even breaking
into houses to investigate
enticing smells.
If a bear is visiting
your property, there are
two possible courses
of action. The first is to
make loud noises or shout
at the bear, like you’d
react to a dog getting into
your trash, but keep your
distance. The second
option is to leave the bear
alone, and clean up the
bear’s mess after it leaves.
Follow up by making sure
you eliminate whatever
attracted the bear in the
first place.

Don Butche Painting
Free Estimates

PHONE:

(570) 676-0779

Powerwashing
Painting & Staining - interior/exterior
Fully Insured

1005 Woodstone Road, Newfoundland PA 18445 • (570) 676-0779

Keep Calm
Spring is Coming.
Call us today at (570) 842-3117 or visit BigBassLakeRealty.com

Spring is the time of
planning and projects!
Are you ready?
Call us today to get on the list for New
Home Construction, Additions, Roofing,
New Decks, Kitchens and Baths. Enjoy
your experience with the professionals at
AR-TECH Construction, a leader in quality for over 35 years.

Call (570) 842-8276 now to get on
the list for your spring projects!
9 Mountainside Dr. Gouldsboro PA | www.artechhomes.com

